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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I hope that you had an enjoyable weekend with family and friends.  The Hoboken 
Public Schools’ students and families should be very proud of the achievements 
and strides made last week.  Take some time to sit and enjoy reading this edition 
of The Herald. 

At the last Board of Education meeting, the 2017-2018 District Calendar was 
approved.  I am also proud to announce that Dr. Sharon Davis was hired to serve as 
Hoboken Middle School Principal.  I am currently working with her to determine 
an official start date.  As soon as that is agreed upon, I will announce a meet and 
greet for all staff, students, and parents.

This morning something came across High School Principal, Robin Piccapietra’s 
desk from a student. It was a social media posting from an unknown name (not a 
student) regarding a planned shooting for Wednesday at HHS. When something 
like this occurs, the Principals are trained to do a modified lock down and alert 
the school resource offers. The school resource officers and the school assistance 
counselor investigated the situation and within a few minutes were able to 
determine that this threat originated from a person not in our area, but due to his/
her status on social media is in “famous mode” the HHS was far reaching. This 
particular situation originated in Virginia and was related to a high school in that 
state with the initials HHS. Our professionals contacted that high school and our 
police reached out to their local police.  They were extremely grateful to us for 
our assistance. I could not be more proud of our students for being diligent and for 
going to see Principal Piccapietra.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new 
district website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, 
and content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and 
important notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like 
to draw your attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, 
and accomplishments to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Brandt Friends and Family,

This is one of the highlights of my week, 
the Student of the Month Luncheon. I 
have the opportunity to meet and eat with 
the honorees. They share with me why 
they think they were selected, and then 
I read to them the reasons as shared by 
their teachers. They are always so happy 
that their teachers think and write about 
them. They also get to ask me many 
questions, and it is a great moment for us 
to get to know each other in a new way.  

We had our second snow day this 
week, but that did not deter us from the 
interesting and thoughtful work in the classrooms. We are growing our reading 
by using our letter/sound awareness. We are growing our writing by using our 
sound maps. And we are always applying our math skills in new and dynamic 
ways. How can you continue this work at home? Reading to children daily for 
20 minutes is a great beginning. We would also recommend asking a variety of 
open-ended questions like the ones they hear in school every day. These questions 
ask children to dig deeper and think harder about the text, its components, and the 
intent of the author. These could include: “How do you know that the character 
is happy/sad?” “What do you think might happen next?” “What would happen 
if….?” and, “How would the story change if…..?” 

Very soon we will be sharing a tailored approach to homework that will mirror 
the work that children are doing in school. I have visited all of our classrooms 
to discuss this with children, and I can tell that the work that they have done to 
this point has them well prepared to contribute elements to their own personal 
narratives. Our goal is to have students see themselves as writers and to ensure 
that they are supported on this journey. 

We are also excited about our fledgling partnership with Hoboken High School’s 
National Honor Society students.  This partnership began last week and when 
the high school students volunteered with our students at lunch, recess and after 
school.  Our K/1 students have definitely enjoyed their new role models.  We are 
looking forward to their continued support and are looking for ways to expand this 
initiative in the future. It is just another way to strengthen the relationships among 
the oldest and youngest learners in our great town. 

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Inside the Classroom...

Dr. Scribner paid Room 314 at Brandtus a 
visit all the way from Steven’s Institute of 
Technology, to turn our class into engineers. 
Our budding engineers worked in groups 
to create traps for a leprechaun! We learned 
about the engineering design process, and the 
importance of working with a group when 
you are an engineer.

Upcoming Events

March 30: Parent Workshop:
  Teaching your Child Pro-Social Behavior
  9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
  Demarest School

April 13:  K & 1 Brandt School Dance 6:00 PM 

April 28:  Brandt School Spring Musical:
  Ivy & Bean, the Musical

_____________________________________________

Early Childhood Registration Week

Registration will be held in the Demarest School Gym at 
the following times:

 April 3: 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
 April 4:  8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
 April 5: 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
   5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
 April 6:  8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
 April 7: 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Salvatore. R Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

Despite the short week, some exciting activities at Calabro to be shared!  In 
Kindergarten, students visited our Research and Technology Center to participate 
in a SMART Table lesson.  This is an interactive technological resource that 
enhances engagement while students collaborate with their peers.  Check out the 
photos of our students enjoying a Math lesson!

Our students have also been participating in lessons in support of Women’s History 
Month.  To highlight a few examples, in our and 1st and 3rd grades, students 
completed research projects based on famous women in history.  In our 4th and 
5th grades, students presented a PowerPoint based on their research. We look 
forward to more classroom activities throughout the month of March.

Thank you to our PTO for organizing and funding a special assembly program 
for all classes, which will be held on Tuesday, April 25th.  The DINOSAURS 
ROCK program consists of a museum exhibit of approximately 25-30 pieces with 
life-size cast from original fossils as well as real fossils. The program consists of 
an interactive show with audience volunteers and a hands-on activity.  After the 
show, a Museum Shop will be open and students may purchase a take home item.  
Our school also receives 10% of all proceeds.  Stay tuned for additional details 
regarding this exiting program!

Best,
Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.    

PTO News & Parent Reminders

Box Tops will be collected all year long.

Send in your used books to support the Milk and Bookies 
program.

Send dried out markers to Ms. Forte, Calabro Art teacher.
_____________________________________________

The DINOSAURS ROCK Museum Shop will be 
available that day for your child to find unique fossils & 
mineral items at great values (purchase is optional!)

Assembly Schedule:
 
9:00-9:45am  K-2 Assembly 
9:45-10:00am        K-2 Gift Shop
10:00-10:45am       3-6 Assembly
10:45-11:00am       3-6 Gift Shop 

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
This past weekend, our Connors PTO hosted a fundraiser at Work it Out. One of 
our Kindergarten parents (Sherri Satz) led the mixed ride (Spin and Sculpting) 
class for Connors parents, friends and staff members. Everyone broke a sweat 
for a good cause. I am very thankful to our PTO for creating fun ways to bring 
the community together and raise money for our school at the same time. The 
fundraiser was even marked by Hoboken Girl as one of the top things to do over 
the weekend!

Many times teachers (and principals) are asked by parents, “What can I do at 
home to help my child be successful at school?”  My answer is quite simple, 
“Read with your child every day.”  Before, during, and after the reading, praise 
your child, direct a discussion about the story, ask questions, visualize the story, 
offer information, share personal reactions, and relate the story to life experiences.  
Most of all enjoy the story together and let your child see that reading is fun. 

Students in our upper grades continue 
to work in cooperative groups as they 
set their sights on PARCC testing 
which will begin for students in grades 
3 and 4 on March 27th. Students enjoy 
working collaboratively with their 
peers and applying the skills they have 
learned in class to real-world scenarios. 

While our younger learners are not 
yet preparing for PARCC testing, 
it is always exciting to enter their 
classrooms and see them hard at 
work learning the foundational skills 
necessary for academic success. All 
of our students have focused their 
efforts on learning and improving their 
writing skills as they engage in weekly 
writing prompts covering a variety of topics. Students in grades K and 1 even had 
the opportunity to meet A.J. Bennet, author of the book The Adventures of Big 
Sil in New York City and Philadelphia. Read on for more information about this 
awesome experience!

School is not just about children: it encompasses families, parents, community 
and stakeholders. While I have had the pleasure to meet with many of you, there 
are still a few I have yet to chat with. Please feel free to make an appointment to 
visit with me in regards to any questions, concerns, and/or suggestions for overall 
improvement. Our next PTO meeting will be on Tuesday, April 11th at 8:00am. I 
look forward to seeing you there!

As the saying goes “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb!”  I am 
so excited that Spring is on the way so that we can have warmer weather!  Current 
temps are still low so please continue to send students to school with coats and 
hats. Please feel free to check our Lost and Found for lost items. 

As always, I look forward to the continued work that we do together for the 
success of every child.

 
~Dr. Pollins

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Teaching Your Child Pro-Social Behavior
March 30, 2017

Demarest School 
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM & 

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Connors School PTO

Connors Art Show - Save the Date!

Save the date for our Connors Art Show!  We’ll be 
showcasing the artistic and musical talents of our students 
on Wednesday, April 12th from 5:00pm-7:00pm.

We’ll also have free light refreshments, art activities for 
kids, a photo op section, raffle baskets and silent auction 
items!  

We have started working with Parent Volunteer 
Committees for the Event, but we can always use more 
helping hands!  Please reach out to us if you’d like to 
help - we can set you up with a task that works for your 
schedule!

Special Thank You!

Connors Staff, Parents and Friends had a fantastic 
time sweating it out at our PTO Spin Class Fundraiser 
on Saturday!  Between class attendance and private 
donations, we were able to raise $825 for our PTO from 
this Event!

We are so thankful for Connors parent, Sherri Satz, who 
coordinated all of the logistics and taught an amazing 
class for us!  And we’re so grateful to Work it Out for 
hosting us.

Special thanks also to Connors parent Margarita Gonzalez 
for securing a generous donation of refreshments from 
ACME for our post-event mingling and cool-down!

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
A snow day and delayed opening were not enough to stop our students and staff 
from continuing to raise the bar of academic excellence here at the Wallace School. 
With each passing week, whether it’s a full five days or shortened for bad weather, 
great things are always happening in our classrooms. I am excited to bring you this 
week’s glimpse into our educational family.

In second grade, Mrs. Mazzone and her crew are keeping a journal as if they were 
the character Wilbur the pig from the classic story Charlotte’s Web. Mrs. Mazzone 
came up with the idea when she noticed the students needed some extra practice 
writing from another character’s point of view after administering a district-created 
timed narrative task. This is a classic example of a teacher planning to address the 
needs of her class after gathering information. Kudos to her and her students!

Also in second grade, Ms. Brooks and her friends created some fraction flowers. 
After presenting the students with some word problems, students wrote their 
answers on colorful flower templates now proudly displayed in the hallway. It 
turned out to be a great way for the teacher to assess student understanding of 
world problems involving fractions, as well as a great way to get students into the 
spirit of spring (sorely needed after this past week’s snow).

Classes throughout the building continue to incorporate Women’s History Month 
into teaching and learning. Mrs. Kubinsky and her second grade crew recently 
completed some written reports on famous women from history. A walk by her 
bulletin board will give you a great understanding of Eleanor Roosevelt, Helen 
Keller, and Amelia Earhart (just to name a few). 

Up on the third floor, Ms. Versaci started a weekly hot topic bulletin board for her 
fourth graders. In sixth grade, Ms. Caruso is holding Socractic Seminars where 
her students are analyzing a young adult novel. Be sure to check out our features 
below about our first graders getting a visit from a penguin, as well as some of our 
great student artwork created in class with Mrs. Fusco. Don’t forget our annual 
Staff vs. PTO basketball game is this scheduled for Thursday, March 23 at 6 PM. 
We hope to see you there!

Martin Shannon, Principal

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator
Winter was not quite done with us this week.  The snow piled up, but I am thankful 
that so many of our students were able to make it in on Wednesday, as the district 
utilized its delayed opening option, ensuring our students didn’t miss out on a day 
of school.  

Thank you to Nurse Turonis for arranging a presentation on oral hygiene for the 
middle school students by a group of local dentists.  Students received a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, floss and chapstick, as well as valuable information on how to care for 
their teeth.

We will be administering our weekly writing assessment on Friday, March 17th.  
The students have really been putting forth a great effort and we continue to see 
growth.

In social studies classes, students are participating in an essay writing contest.  The 
theme is “The 14th Amendment: Transforming American Democracy.”  I look 
forward to sharing the students’ submissions with you. 

The PTO is holding a dance for Hoboken Middle School students on Friday, March 
24th.  The cost is $5.00 and benefits the middle school.  The dance will be held in 
the high school gymnasium from 6:30-9:00 p.m.  

As always, thank you for your continued support of our program.  

--Tara Donnelly

March 22   PTO Meeting
March 24  Middle School Dance

Upcoming Events

Regulating Temperature on Mars

Students in 8th-grade science 
recently joined forces with 
NASA to help make a thermos 
for astronauts travelling to 
Mars.  Students needed to use 
their background knowledge 
of thermal energy transfer, 
conductors and insulators to 
build a thermos that would 
be unaffected by the drastic 
temperature changes on the red 
planet.  Each team of scientists 
worked together to design and 
create a thermos prototype that would keep a small amount of water from rapidly 
changing temperature within a 30 minute period.  Many teams experienced success 
with their prototypes, there was even a team whose water temperature dropped 
only 1 degree Celsius throughout the whole experiment!

Hoboken High School Newsletter

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

The Needs Assessment Committee for the Hoboken Early 
Childhood Advisory Council (HECAC) would like to thank 
Norma Martinez-Heros for her support with translating the 
spring survey into Spanish.  Families, please expect to receive 
the link for the online survey soon!

HECAC members were pleased to participate in the Connors 
PTO fundraiser at Work It Out last weekend.  It was a 
wonderful community event!

We are very proud to highlight the second installment of the 
Kindergartners in Action series on our blog.  We interviewed 
three families from Wallace Elementary and the Kindergarten 
students expressed what they love most about school.  Thank 
you to Meredith Snider, April Clark, and Claire Jette for 
volunteering!  

You can check out the link here: https://medium.com/@hecac/
children-of-the-district-kindergartners-in-action-at-wallace-
elementary-728e7cf48671#.urdmbdhdm

If you missed our first installment, be sure to check out the 
wonderful Kindergarten students from Connors, as well: 
https://medium.com/@hecac/children-of-the-district-
k indergar teners- in-act ion-at -connors-e lementary-
a8fd8066503f#.zdmm1l80t

Upcoming Events

March 24  Test Prep Pep Rally
_____________________________________________ 

PARCC Schedule

Grade 3 & 4:  March 27-31
Math:   March 27-28
ELA:  March 29-31

Grade 5:   April 3-7
Math:   April 3-4
ELA:   April 5-7

Grade 6:   April 3-10
Math:  April 3-5 
ELA:   April 6-10

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

7th Annual Kids Art Contest

We’re excited to share that 400 students at Wallace School participated in the 
7th Annual International Kids Art Contest hosted by the New Jersey nonprofit 
organization Frogs Are Green. The students worked on their submissions with 
Mrs. Fusco in art class. Mrs. Fusco worked in collaboration with Mrs. Newman, a 
substitute teacher who is the founder and president of Frogs Are Green, Inc. This 
organization helps children around the world learn more about frogs, amphibians, 
and their threatened environment. Check out some of the great black and white 
artwork submitted below!

On Friday, March 10th, Ms. Falcone’s period 2/5 class officially wrapped up The 
Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt.  The novel’s protagonist, Holling Hoodhood, 
experiences the assassinations of Robert F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.  

In an effort to strengthen and develop narrative writing skills, students wrote 
speeches as Kennedy or King in the present day.  Students were prompted to 
imagine if these influential men were still alive, what they would say to United 
States citizens in the year 2017.  Our young writers’ speeches expressed the themes 
of the novel: transformation and growth.

Beating the Streets

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

Vern the Penguin Visits Wallace

Wallace School 1st graders got a treat on Friday, March 
10th. Vern, an African Penguin, from Jenkinson’s 
Aquarium came to visit. Trainers Carlo and Abby talked 
to students about lots of penguin facts. Students learned 
about penguin habitats, diets, and feathers. They got to 
see Vern up close and personal as he walked around! The 
excitement of our first grade friends was tremendous. 
Thanks to Ms. Mara and the 1st grade team for organizing 
the special visit. 

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken Public School District has 
been busy. Click the picture above to watch a short highlight video from this year.
_________________________________________________________________

At Brandt, our kindergarten students in PLTW Launch recently started their fourth 
module,  Animals and Algorithms. During this module they will be working in small 
groups and using a program on their iPads called Scratch Jr. They will be learning 
the basics of creating computer code by selecting characters and backgrounds and 
adding “code blocks” that will enable their characters to move and interact.

They will also be working 
together to create a 
matching game that will 
not only involve the 
identification of animals 
but will also call on their 
skills at differentiating 
letter sounds. All of their 
activities are supported by 
the writing and illustrations 
they will be recording in 
their Launch Logs.

At the first grade level, 
students are reviewing the engineer design process in investigating our experiments.  
Students ask, explore, model, evaluate, and explain as they hypothesize and create 
an analysis of their projects.  Recently, students investigated a bird’s carrying 
capacity, by using spoons as beaks and different sized objects to act as different 
types of food. In class we used a timer to investigate how efficiency is vital 
in effectively picking up and carrying food.  Other elements such as weather, 
predators, and other birds may play a part in what is easiest to pick up in a short 
amount of time.  After their exploration students recorded their steps in their 
launch logs. This helped students identify how many items they were able to pick 
up and make interpretations on the size of the objects relative to the size of their 
beak.  This hands on approach to learning invites our students into the exploration 
process and allows them to question and reflect on their studies.

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

Learning About Autism Through Literature

In Ms. Geleailen’s classes, students are reading and 
writing book reviews about children’s books that have 
to do with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). They are 
writing as if they are giving the review to prospective 
readers. 

Wonderful Work at Wallace

Ms. Brooks and crew got into the spring spirit during a 
recent math lesson.

For the month of March, our students organized a March 
Against Bullying with Mr. Baker, our Anti-Bullying 
Specialist. I was happy to join in the activities for this 
event and promote it within my lessons with the students.  

The students made posters to carry around the school 
during their march.  Within our lessons, we spoke about 
ways to be a friend and not a bully.  We also spoke about 
ways to help someone who is being bullied. The students 
recognize to always report bullying to an adult as soon as 
they witness someone being bullied. 

Educational research demonstrates that the more times students spend engaged 
during instruction, the more they learn. Students who are engaged in learning 
learn more efficiently and are more passionate about learning in general.

Calabro Counselor’s Corner

During health class, the students complete food journals 
and grocery store shopping lists (found under the 
American Heart Association list of resources). Our 
grocery store lists provided knowledge and discussions 
about foods that we have tried and foods we have not 
tried before. The students have shown great interest and 
excitement about healthy nutrition and healthy eating 
habits. We were able to design healthy food choices in 
our journals and differentiate between healthy snacks vs. 
unhealthy choices.

Health Class Update

Ms. Brooke and Ms. Robin's St. Francis Prek 4 
class used the outdoor snow elements to create 
some indoor fun in the science area of their 
classroom. We used our senses to examine 
the snow by touching and looking at it with 
magnifying glasses. The children also spoke 
about the solid form of snow turning into a liquid 
state of matter, and hypothesized why the change 
might have occurred. The children were ecstatic 
about the new discoveries they were making, 
and are eager to continue their studies in states 
of matter!

Brandt Parent Consortium Update

BPC is looking for volunteers for the Hoboken Spring 
Fling which will be held from 10am to 2pm on Saturday, 
April 29, 2017.  Volunteers will joining the Brandt team 
to help clean up Hoboken!  Show your Brandt Bear pride 
and sign up with Linda Kwok at brandtparents@gmail.
com.

Brandt has paired up with the Hoboken High School 
National Honors Society to provide good role models for 
our K/1 students while instilling more responsibilities 
in our older students.  The NHS students volunteer to 
come during their lunch and after school time to provide 
tutoring and structured play activities for our young 
learners.   The Kindergarten and First grade students 
love playing with and learning new games from the older 
students.  During Passports to Learning, the students 
are receiving more individualized attention and help 
completing their assignments.  We are looking forward 
to growing and expanding this new partnership.

Music Education Update

HHS National Honor Society Comes to Brandt!

Music students in Grades K and 1 have been 
improving their music theory, performance, 
and listening skills through a variety of 
engaging activities. Each week, students 
critically listen to unfamiliar musical 
excerpts and engage in a short “Think, Pair, 
Share” with a classmate to identify what 
musical terms they hear. Students now are 
familiar with the terms “Major”, “Minor”, 
Forte”, “Piano”, “Presto”, and “Adagio”, 
and practice these terms by forming body 
postures to match the meaning of each. 
This week, students listened to music by 
Ella Fitzgerald and correctly identified the 
music as “Major” (happy), “Presto” (fast), 
and “Forte” (loud). After discussing their 
thoughts with a partner, students acted out 
these terms through body postures including 
making a thumbs up for “Major”, holding hands wide for “Forte”, and freezing in 
running position for “Presto”. Critical listening skills are also improved as students 
create their own Solfege patterns, using their voices and corresponding hand 
symbols to practice valuable skills including pitch estimation and improvisation. 

Students are perfecting how to read and and write melodic notation (music notes 
on a staff). Students first distinguish if the note they see is a line note or space 
note, and then count up to find the correct letter name of the note. Students are also 
learning how to read, write, and perform rhythmic patterns. Students have learned 
the values of whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, and eighth notes as well as 
whole rests, half rests, quarter rests, and eighth notes. In analyzing rhythmic 
patterns, students write the correct number of beats under each note value as 
well as a dot indicating where they should clap. Students have been performing 
their completed rhythmic patterns as a class and composing their own rhythmic 
patterns using these note values. Their new knowledge and skills will soon be put 
into practice as they begin learning the music for their upcoming show, “Ivy and 
Bean”. Bravo to all of Brandt’s music students and keep up the outstanding work!

First graders are learning how to sew!  We practiced our sewing skills by sewing 
a pouch.  Now we are working on embroidering a design that can be sewn on to 
a bag or shirt, or hung on a wall.   You can check out our designs at Artsonia.com 
or see it up close and personal at our art show on May 25th.

Brandt Primary School

St. Francis

Kindergarten SMART Table Activities

Nurse’s Corner

Playgrounds develop children’s creative and physical 
skills and are an important part of growing up. For 
example, monkey bars build strength and dexterity 
for children and can be an important part of their 
development. However, they also have been the leading 
cause of playground injury according to the Children’s 
Safety Network.  Some proactive efforts are necessary 
to keep kids from being hurt on this basic childhood 
apparatus. Understanding how children fall is helpful 
in reducing playground injuries. Two factors combine 
to produce a large number of upper body and extremity 
injuries. Younger children's centers of gravity are 
relatively high so they are prone to landing head-first, 
especially if falling from a height that allows any body 
repositioning. Instinctual self-preservation reflexes that 
are meant to protect them from serious injury often result 
in lesser but significant hand, wrist, and arm injuries. 
Please make sure that when your kids are on the monkey 
bars they are as safe as possible.

To celebrate Women’s History Month, students at Calabro conducted independent 
research before presenting their findings to their classmates and teachers in the 
form of essays, posters, and Powerpoint presentations! Students learned about 
some of history’s most influential women like Sacagawea, Jeannette Rankin, and 
Pearl S. Buck.

Women’s History Month

Connors Welcomes Author AJ Bennet

On March 16th, Kindergarten and 
First Grade students at Connors school 
welcomed children's author A.J. Bennet 
for a fun and adventurous visit!  A.J. 
Bennet shared her books The Adventures 
of Big Sil in New York City and The 
Adventures of Big Sil in Philadelphia.  
Students engaged in read-alouds to 
find out where all of the different and 
amazing places Big Sil, a real-life, loving 
and loyal pit bull terrier, has explored.  
Children were given photo cards of 
Big Sil to keep and take with them on 
their own traveling adventures!  It was a 
wonderful learning experience for all!

(Pictured Left) Mr. Metcalfe gave his 5th Grade students 
at Connors the opportunity to learn about and improve 
an ecosystem located inside the building—our very 
popular lobby fish tank! Students assisted our resident 
cichlids by cleaning the tank, testing the water quality, 
and rebuilding the landscape to provide the fish safe 
hiding spots to lay eggs. The students enjoyed getting 
their hands wet, both literally and figuratively, as they 
explored the ecosystem. Next time you come to Connors, 
be sure to admire the great work done by our students to 
allow our fish to thrive. 

News from the Nurse

Our school raised over $1,200 for children with heart 
disease by doing Jump Rope for Heart! Now it’s the 
parents & friends’ turn to help us win. 

Please go to this link between now & March 24th & 
like our picture. We are showing our school spirit by 
competing in a contest with schools all over New Jersey. 
Click this link and like our photo on Facebook! The 
photo with the most likes wins! 

https://www.facebook.com/americanheartnj/photos/a.1
268532363195121.1073741892.114080785306957/12685
32369861787/?type=3&theater.

Drawing by Sihana Alaj – Grade 3

Drawing by Camilla Torres – Grade 4

Ms. Versaci and her fourth grade friends are thinking and 
writing about big issues – this week they contemplated 
the pros and cons of genetically modified foods. 

Ms. Caruso and her sixth grade language arts students are 
exploring a novel by holding Socratic Seminars. These 
are just some of the great thoughts and questions they 
are coming up with as they discuss Chasing Vermeer by 
Blue Balliett. 

Connecting Past to Present

Ms. Minogue’s students worked on their performance 
based assessments for We Beat the Street. They 
brainstormed ahead of time on the life of Razor, one 
of the characters, and worked to include dialogue, 
descriptive details, and events that led up to Razor's 
death. The posters in the back of the room are lessons 
they have charted throughout reading the novel.

Growth Mindset Image of the Week

PLTW Update

At Calabro, 5th grade students have been using the 
Engineering Design Process to solve the problem of 
spreading of infectious diseases. Students worked with 
a partner to design and perform an experiment to test 
the effectiveness of different soaps and hand washing 
methods. They have used the scientific inquiry process 
to collect and analyze data and then draw conclusions.

6th grade students in PLTW Gateway are learning about 
the basic electronics and circuits with a focus on some of 
the most basic devices and their functions. In this lesson, 
students were introduced to electrical circuit diagrams 
and asked to create them. They will observe how the 
electron flow merges with technology through electronic 
circuits.
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A Special Congratulations...

Connors students currently studying ecosystems got some hands on work with 
Mr. Metcalfe by exploring and maintaining the Connors fish tank!
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